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Redwood Planter

This versatile redwood planter fits into almost any garden or
patio arrangement. There are four design options to build, and each has
an adjustable shelf to accommodate plants of different sizes.

One of the most interesting things about the design
of this planter is the options. The basic planter is
a square unit. Building one that’s twice as wide givesita
different look. And by adding one with longer legs, you
can create an attractive grouping (see photo above).
ADJUSTABLE SHELF. Another nice thing about this

planter is something you can’t even see from the outside

—the shelf. It’s adjustable like the shelves in some book-
cases, so you can change the height of the shelf to fit
different-sized potted plants. This means the same
planter can show off short plants in the spring and taller
plants in the summer.

Also, the slats that make up the shelf have gaps be-
tweenthem. Sorain water can’taccumulate in the bottom
and harm your plants. Or the planter.

CONSTRUCTION. Since a planter has to be strong and
stand up to the weather, I used water-resistant plastic

resin glue in the mortise and tenon joints that connect
the legs and rails.

For the sides, I did something different. The side slats
have to be able to expand and contract with changes in
humidity, so they aren’t glued in place. They’re held
between the rails with tongue and groove joints,

wOooD. [ built the planter out of redwood. It's an attrac-
tive, straight-grained wood that’s resistant to rot. But
there are other woods, like western red cedar and
northern white cedar, that also stand up well to the
weather. Or you could build one of fir or pine, then
paint it (see Details, page 32).

FINISH. To keep the redwood looking good
throughout the year, I finished it with a combination of
spar varnish and tung oil. This seals the wood and allows
a light sheen to build up. For more on this finish, see
Sources, page 31.

18

Woodsmith

No. 75



-

EXPLODED VIEW

OVERALL DIMENSIONS:
1838"W x 1912"H x 1853"D

SHELF CLEAT
G .

-

: .‘.

ft— 2Va" ——p

)y

"\:\.!\ i \ i
EEE %

— - 1

CROSS SECTION
(TOP VIEW)

LEG | T i
i 3" -
CROSS SECTION
(SIDE VIEW)
|<— 185" ——»]
W (=2
OPTIONS: _ ‘-qirasfa--ﬁ—- _ : i
v/ = = | | -
lg———— 185" — | 3254" 2 ;
]
= -
e — 3 (== ——
1 251"
195" (5 I| 1912"
i =5 - 1. J L
ke bl it L MIDDLE HEIGHT TALL HEIGHT
WOOoD 4x4 (314" x 314") - 96" (10.6 Bd. Ft.)
A Legs (4) 2Vax2Va-19%2 lr 777 ,o}/ j . ] ﬂ/}// /l //} 7777 /A
i 15-16]
(B; ;3"; éﬁ;fs 16 :]/:fi’;if 1 16 & 2x4 (112" x 314") - 72" (TWO BOARDS @ 4 Bd. Ft. Each)
D ShelfSlafs (4) 3 x 3%4-13% S T e e LT
E Cleats(2) Yax2Va-15% 1x6 (34" x 5142") - 72" (3 Bd. Ft.)
SUPPLIES D ] D l D | D E
® (4) Shelf Support Pins : T IT T E
® Epoxy or Water-Resistant Glue ;
st?ch\(/:s Plastic Resin Glue 128 (0 x Dl 2O 33 B FL)
e Outdoor Finish or Qutdoor Paint c ¢ G C [ c
(For more information on finishes, see 16 la} (65 @ G e (0]
Sources page 31.)
No. 75 Woodsmith 19




When I bought the
4x4 redwood posts
to make the legs, I
learned something
about redwood —
4x4 posts are rarely
kiln dried. So they're
likely to be wet on
the inside.

WET REDWOOD. Working with very wet
wood can be a real problem. So to avoid
having the posts twist or bend as they dried
out, I dealt with the posts in three stages.

First, to speed up the drying time, I
trimmed an equal amount (V4" to 12") of dry
wood offall four faces. ThenIrough cuteach
leg 2" longer than the finished length to
allow for some checking on the ends.

Next, I put the wood aside for a few days.
(Don’t put it out in the sun, or hurry the
process — that'll create more problems.)

Finally, I trimmed all the posts again, this
time to final dimensions. To make the pieces

as straight as possible, you'll need to estab-
lish two flat sides that meet at a 90° corner.

SQUARE, FLAT SIDES. To do this, begin by
placing the flattest side of each piece against
the rip fence. Now trim a narrow strip off the
opposite side (A), see top drawing in Fig. 1.
(Because the posts are too thick to cut all the
way through in one pass, you'll have to turn
the workpiece end-for-end and finish trim-
ming the first strip with a second pass.)

Next, to cut side (B), position side (A)
down on the table and rip off another narrow
strip, again in two passes, see second draw-
ingin Fig. 1. Side (A) and (B) should now he
flatand 90° to each other.

CUT TO FINISHED SIZE.Now you're ready
to cut the leg to finished thickness. To do
this, set the rip fence 214" from the blade.
Then, with side (A) against the fence, rip a
strip from side (C), see third drawing, Fig.1.

Then roll the leg one last time, making a
pass with side (B) against the fence, see
fourth drawing in Fig. 1.

With the blanks cut square, the legs can
be trimmed to finished length, see Fig. 2.
LAY OUTAND CUTTHE MORTISES. Once the
legs are cut to final size, lay out the locations
of four mortises on each leg, see Fig. 2. (It
helps to mark the top of each leg and make
all your measurements from that end.)
Then, using the drill press, I bored the
mortises 16" deeper than the desired
length ofthe tenon, see Fig. 3a. This way, the
tenon won't bottom out in the mortise, and
theassembled joint will pull togethertightly.
To do this, first drill a 12" hole at each end
of the mortise, see Fig. 3. (I used a special
mortising bit, see page 31.) Then drill a ser-
ies of overlapping holes in between the end
holes. Now “mill out” the mortise by sliding
the workpiece from side to side, see Fig. 4.
When the mortises are drilled out, square
up the ends and clean up the sides of the
mortises with a chisel, see Fig. 5. You can
leave the ends round, but then you will have
to round off the edges of the mating tenons.
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